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Letter from the Chair 
 

Dear friends, 
  
The 2020 Annual Meeting was a great success despite an unprecedented global crisis. 
While we were all practicing social distancing for months, the 2020 Annual Meeting 
moved smoothly to a full virtual format thanks to the professionalism of SEG staff and 
a dedicated IT platform. Many remote attendees have joined our virtual NSTS sessions: 
four special technical, more than ten regular and poster sessions, and our Business of 
Applied Geophysics plenary session “The value of near surface”. The SEG virtual 
platform even gave us the opportunity to chat online. We obviously miss our 
traditional social event. However, I am proud to announce that our community is 
growing fast and our spirit of friendship remains strong.  
 
Actually, both current health crisis and climate disorders put the Near Surface Geophysics Technical Section 
spot light for addressing big issues such as water and land resources sustainability, meeting the needs of 
growing urban population, natural and anthropogenic risk management, and support for energy transition to 
name a few high priority areas. This sounds like an emergency. 
The student subcommittee, has been very active with Pub club meetings, and is our key instrument for 
involving the next generation of geoscientists in Near Surface Geophysics community.  Young professionals and 
student involvement must be at the level of what is at stake in the very near future. They will be the witnesses 
of our achievements. Without them, professionals from the academic and industrial sectors will not be able to 
face Near Surface geosciences challenges. Involving students and emerging professionals and giving them the 
rightful place in the SEG Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section is one of the most important Near Surface 
section commitments. Their professional future is partially in our hands and the future of the world is in theirs.  
The post-convention summit on Drone Geophysics was moved to a stand-alone event, which took place from 4 
to 6 November also gathered online talented and enthused participants. Its success has inspired us for 
duplicating it in 2021. Other subjects are under review. Business of Applied Geophysics plenary session, and 
post-convention summit/workshops proved to be essential for our challenges by bridging the gap between 
academic and industrial research or between confirmed and emerging professionals. The 91st Annual Meeting 
of the SEG should be held in Denver, Colorado. We all hope to have the opportunity to share face-to-face our 
latest scientific research and progress. If you are interested in support our activities, please contact ns@seg.org 
and let us know. 
 
The SEG Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section has in place our new officers that were elected in July and 
took their positions at the close of the SEG annual meeting. The new members are Erika Gasperikova, as chair-
elect, and Christine Downs as secretary, and Chih-Ping Lin as global vice chair. They are joining myself as chair, 
Chester Weiss, as past chair, John Goff, vice chair, Kennedy Doro as global chair, Sarah Morton Rupert as vice 
chair of committees, and a good number of program leads. Our program leads are: Morgan Sander-Olheoft, 
students; Kristen Burke, membership communication; Niels Grobbe, finance and grants; Geophysics, Ariel 
Lellouch, and The Leading Edge, Steve Sloan. We have a fairly new global subcommittee that we are actively 
recruiting for representatives from the following regions: Southeast Asia, Far East Asia Pacific, China, Middle 
East, East Africa, South Central Asia, Eurasia and India. Our current regional representatives are: Ahzegbobor 
Philips Aizebeokhai and Theophile Ndougsa Mbarga, Western Africa; Elisha Shemang, Southern Africa; Gilles 
Grandjean, Europe, and Jose Arce, Latin America. We have an energetic student subcommittee with strong core 

http://www.seg.org/ns
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group of student leaders who are actively engaged in developing a robust student program. Those members 
are Kristen Burke, Noah Dewar, Alejandro Garcia, Sarah Morton Rupert, Iga Pawelec, and Christopher Terra. 
If you are interested in joining either the global or student subcommittees, please contact ns@seg.org and let 
us know your intentions.   
 
The world will not be the same anymore. However, as many others, NSTS will follow Winston Churchill’s 
famous sentence “Never let a crisis go to waste”.  
 
Cathy Truffert 
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2020 Summit on Drone Geophysics Highlight 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summit on Drone Geophysics 
By Ron S. Bell1, Morgan Sander-Olhoeft2, and Laurie Whitesell3 

1 International Geophysical Services, LLC 
2 GuidelineGEO 

3 Society of Exploration Geophysicists 
 
Drones/UASs/UAVs post-convention workshops have occurred previously at the SEG annual meeting. In 2017, 
the SEG Near-Surface Geophysics technical section conducted the first such event called Drones Applied to 
Geophysical Mapping. This first drone event ushered in the topic for future annual meetings. In 2018, the post-
convention event was called Advances in Unmanned Airborne Systems (UAS) Geophysics. Both events were 
hugely successful and helped set the stage for this year’s stand-alone virtual event. 
 
The organizers of the Summit on Drone Geophysics were Ron Bell and Morgan Sander-Olhoeft. The event was 
originally going to take place at the SEG annual meeting but was moved at the end of August to an online live 
event. On November 4-6, 2020, the Summit on Drone Geophysics was conducted as a virtual event with 138 
registered participants from 28 different countries, from all continents with the exception of Antarctica. There 
were presenters from North and South America, Europe, and Africa. 
 
Each day had presentations on specific methods and sensors from ground penetrating radar, magnetics, 
electromagnetics, and gamma-ray spectrometry. There were presentations on QA/QC of data, and forward-
looking presentations on the UAV geophysical sensor roadmap. The hours of presentations were followed by a 
group discussion session designed to address the topics relevant to the presentations. This was followed by a 
networking hour.  
 
Based on the comments received from numerous attendees, it is safe to report that many enjoyed the event 
finding significant value in the post-presentation discussions. Even those participants from Australia who 
participated at 3:00 AM their time felt the event was a great value and well worth participating in, even at such 
an odd time of the day. 
 
We thank the sponsors for their collective willingness to support this event.  As a result of their support, we 
delivered a successful program. The sponsors for this event were Geometrics, Pegasus Airborne Systems, and 
Hammer Missions – Drone Automation from A to Z at the gold level, and Seequent and Southern Geoscience 
Consultants at the silver level.  
 
If you would like to have the video recording of the Summit on Drone Geophysics, it will be available in the SEG 
shop beginning on 4 January 2021. Those who attended will have free access and those who missed it can 
purchase the recording until 4 July 2021.  
 
The second Summit on Drone Geophysics is in the planning stage and currently schedule to be conducted at the 
beginning of November 2021. To learn about the fascinating world of drones and drones specifically for 
geophysics, please plan to join us. We invite you participate by presenting, sponsoring the event, or by simply 
attending. Please contact ns@seg.org for more information on the 2021 Summit on Drone Geophysics. 

mailto:ns@seg.org
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In Memoriam Dr. Victor (Vic) Labson 1952-2020 
 

Dr. Vic Labson, USGS Director of International 
Programs, passed away unexpectedly on November 
1, 2020. He was born in Washington, D.C. and 
relocated to San Francisco, California, during his high 
school years. While still pursuing his Ph.D. in 
Engineering Geosciences from the University of 
California at Berkeley, he joined the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) in 1977, relocating to the Denver, 
Colorado office in 1985. Vic devoted his life to civil 
service in the name of science and was recognized 
for his collaborative approach and global vision.  

Vic’s career at the USGS spanned 43 years. In the first 
half of his career, he made great contributions first 
as a research scientist and subsequently as a science 
manager of a USGS research group that develops and 
applies geophysical techniques to map variations in 
the magnetic and electromagnetic properties of the 
Earth’s crust. He provided scientific expertise on 

globally important issues such as geologic hazards, water, energy, mineral resources, and the environment. As a 
science manager, Vic also fostered innovative, interdisciplinary collaboration among diverse groups of scientists. 
In his last role at the USGS, Vic served as the Director of International Programs in Reston, Virginia. In that 
capacity, he was the Survey’s principal advisor regarding international activities and scientific cooperation on a 
broad range of natural resource and natural hazard science projects. 

A virtual memorial was held on November 24, 2020. A memorial will be published in The Leading Edge. NSTS 
extends condolences to his family, many colleagues and friends. 
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SEG Near-Surface Geophysics Student Activities Q1 2021 
 

Upcoming Student Events 
Q1 2021 

 
Pub Clubs for January – April can all be accessed via 
https://seg.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsdeCqqjgtEtZlxam-tUK_oURtTDwy14pl 
 
January 
28th- Pub Club: 4pm CT 

Article: Olhoeft, Gary R. and Modroo, Justin J. (2006), Locating and identifying avalanche victims with GPR. The 
Leading Edge 25: 306-308.  
https://doi.org/10.1190/1.2184098 

February 
18th- Q1 student quarterly call with leadership 11am CT 
25th- Pub Club: 4pm CT 

Article: Sun, R., Kaslilar, A. and Juhlin, C. (2020), Reprocessing of high-resolution seismic data for 
imaging of shallow groundwater resources in glacial deposits, SE Sweden. Near Surface Geophysics, 18: 
545-559. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/nsg.12101 

March 
25th- Pub Club: 4pm CT 

Article: Flavio Poletto, Francesco Miranda, Biancamaria Farina, Andrea Schleifer; Seismic-while-drilling 
drill-bit source by ground force: Concept and application. Geophysics ; 85 (3): MR167–MR178. Doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1190/geo2019-0449.1 

April 
29th- Pub Club: 4pm CT 

Article: Hermans, T. and Irving, J. (2017), Facies discrimination with electrical resistivity tomography 
using a probabilistic methodology: effect of sensitivity and regularisation. Near Surface Geophysics, 15: 
13-25.  
https://doi.org/10.3997/1873-0604.2016047 

 
Information on all Near Surface Student Events can be found on the Near Surface Facebook page or by 
contacting ns@seg.org.   
 
*All events are virtual until further notice. Please email ns@seg.org if you are having difficulty accessing the 
event or with any questions. 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved with the Near Surface Geophysics student subcommittee, please 
email ns@seg.org. 

  

https://seg.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsdeCqqjgtEtZlxam-tUK_oURtTDwy14pl
https://doi.org/10.1190/1.2184098
https://doi.org/10.1002/nsg.12101
https://doi.org/10.1190/geo2019-0449.1
https://doi.org/10.3997/1873-0604.2016047
mailto:ns@seg.org
mailto:ns@seg.org
mailto:ns@seg.org
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SEG Competency Management System/Continuing Education & Near Surface Geophysics Research 
Award Endowment 
 
Competency Management System: 
The Society of Exploration Geophysicists has created the SEG Competency Management System (CMS) to help 
those in the global geophysics community identify new learning opportunities and manage their careers. SEG has 
partnered with IHRDC (International Human Resources Development Corporation), a respected provider of training 
and competency development solutions for the oil and gas industry, to provide this valuable tool. 

This system, available free of charge to SEG members, provides an easy way for you to assess your current 
capabilities against specific competency models for key geoscience careers. There are two modules within the CMS 
that are of interest to our community, engineering and environmental geophysics. Log in and check out these two 
modules. https://seg.org/Competency-Management 

Continuing Education: 
The SEG Continuing education group would like to develop a general near-surface curriculum for our members. If you 
would like to teach for SEG, develop courses for the near-surface geophysics community, please check out the 
guidelines for proposing courses and all associated requirements at https://seg.org/Education/Teach-for-SEG. If 
interested, please contact ns@seg.org for more information. 
 
Near Surface Geophysical Research Award Endowment: 
The Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section would like to invite everyone to please donate to the Near Surface 
Geophysical Research Endowment. You can donate as little as $10 or as much as you would like. The initial goal was 
to raise $100,000 for the endowment.  This endowment directly funds research work of near-surface geophysics 
students. Please help support future near-surface geophysicists today by contributing to this endowment. Every bit 
helps! To donate go to: https://donate.seg.org/Near-Surface  
 
 

 
   

https://seg.org/Competency-Management
https://seg.org/Education/Teach-for-SEG
mailto:ns@seg.org
https://donate.seg.org/Near-Surface
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SEG Near-Surface Geophysics Student Financial Resources and Student Advice 
 

 
 
SEG Student Scholarships:  
 

Award: Award Amount Application Dates 

Near Surface Student Article Prize $250 Awarded annually at SEG AM 

SEG Field Camp Award $1,000-20,000 1 November 2020 – 1 February 
2021 

SEG Student Scholarships $500-10,000 per year Now - 1 March 2021 
for the 2021-2022 academic year  

Near Surface Research Award $1,000 1 January - 15 March 2021 

SEG Student Education Program 
(SEP) 

Program Acceptance, Possible 
Travel Grant to SEG 2019 1 January – 31 March 2021 

SEG Student Leadership 
Symposium (SLS) 

Program Acceptance and Travel 
Grant to SEG 2019 1 January – 31 March 2021 

 
 
Advice articles for Students: 

• What I wish I had known while writing my thesis: Tips and advice from grad college staff 
• Tips for selecting a thesis topic 

   

Seismic Soundoff episodes worth a listen: 
• How to start 2021 successfully 
• Geophysics tools and techniques in high-noise environments 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://seg.org/News-Resources/Near-Surface/Honors-and-Awards/Near-Surface-Views-Student-Article-Prize
https://seg.org/fieldcamps
https://seg.org/Scholarships
https://seg.org/News-Resources/Near-Surface/Honors-and-Awards/Near-Surface-Research-Award
https://seg.org/Education/Student-Early-Career/Student-Programs/Student-Education-Program
https://seg.org/Education/Student-Early-Career/Student-Programs/Student-Leadership-Symposium
https://seg.org/Education/Student-Early-Career/Student-Programs/Student-Leadership-Symposium
https://blogs.illinois.edu/view/6397/524274
https://www.gradschoolhub.com/lists/5-tips-for-selecting-a-thesis-topic/
https://seg.org/podcast/Post/10220/Episode-97-How-to-start-2021-successfully
https://seg.org/podcast/Post/9152/89-Geophysics-tools-and-techniques-in-high-noise-environments
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SEG 2020 Call for Papers 
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Stay in Touch with SEG and the NSTS 

 
Have you renewed for 2021? Member benefits ended January 1, 2021! Renew today! 

 
If you would like to continue receiving email communications from the SEG as well as  

the Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section, please OPT-IN! 
 

How to OPT-IN: Within My Account on https://seg.org, edit your email subscriptions by clicking My 
Communications on the left-hand side menu.  From there, you can opt-in to receive this newsletter, Near-
Surface Views, as well as the Near-Surface eTOC to stay up to date with the NSTS.  We look forward to staying 
connected with you! 
 

 

 
 
 

 
SEG and Near-Surface Technical Section Member Benefits  

https://seg.org/
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Have you renewed your SEG Membership? 

 
SEG Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section Benefits: 

1. Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section elected leadership 
2. Non-elected Near-Surface Geophysics Technical Section leadership positions open to 

students 
3. Quarterly newsletter 
4. Quarterly Electronic Table Of Contents 
5. Quarterly TLE Near-Surface Geophysics non-technical focused article 
6. Engineering and environmental geophysics competency management 
7. SEG Near-Surface Student Research Award 
8. Best Student Chapter Near-Surface newsletter Article Award 
9. Mentoring365 membership as mentor or mentee 
10. Access to SEG journals and other publications online* 

Renew Here Today! 

 
*Check the SEG Dues Structure for more details on publications and for information about dues-paying assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has your company considered a Corporate Membership? 
The benefits enjoyed by Corporate Members include: 

1. Listing on SEG Web site's exclusive Corporate Member page, including a link to your corporation's site 
2. Listing in the official Annual Meeting program 
3. Special recognition at the Annual Meeting 
4. Right to publish affiliation with SEG and use of SEG corporate logo 

  

https://seg.org/renew
https://seg.org/About-SEG/Membership/Join-SEG/Dues-Structure
https://seg.org/About-SEG/Membership/Corporate-Membership/List-of-Corporate-Members
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Job Postings 
 

INDUSTRY      
  
Client Manager 
ABEM  
Golden, CO 
 
Geophysicist 
Acorn Science & Innovation, Inc. 
Melbourne, FL 
 
Geophysical Field Technician 
Colog inc. 
Elko, NV 
 
Senior Geophysicist 
APTIM 
Huntsville, AL 
 
Geophysicist 
Ramboll 
San Francisco, CA 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
Geophysicist (GS 11-13) 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
Sterling, VA 
 
Geophysicist (GS 12) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Omaha, NE 
 
ACADEMIA 
 
Geophysicist 
University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, TX 
 
Tenure-track Faculty Position - Environmental 
Geophysics 
University of Oklahoma 
Norman, OK 
 
Tenure-track Faculty Position - Geophysics 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 
 
Asst./Associate Professor - Geology/Geophysics 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 

Looking for more job postings?   
Check out these resources: 
 
SEG Career Center | Job postings, Career 
Resources, Resume Review and more 

 
SEG Job Resources | Geoscience job postings and 
more 

 
AGU PathFinder Career Center | Job Postings, 
Career Resources, and more 
 
 
 
Looking for mentoring opportunities? 
Mentoring365 - As an SEG member, you can 
participate in Mentoring365, a joint program supported 
by AGU, SEG, AWG and others to quickly connect 
mentees with mentoring geoscientists across various 
institutions and disciplines.  Sign up today, it is free! 
 
Listen to the SEG Seismic Soundoff episode here on 
mentoring365. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://americas.guidelinegeo.com/news/seeking-abem-client-manager-in-golden-colorado/
https://www.glassdoor.com/job-listing/geophysicist-acorn-science-innovation-JV_IC1154286_KO0,12_KE13,37.htm?jl=3442825310&utm_source=company-follow&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=company-follow-both-jobposting-0&utm_campaign=company-follow-both&pos=101&ao=66506&s=224&guid=000001764c458745ba4913307dc22ae6&src=GD_JOB_AD&t=REC_CF&extid=3102&exst=E&ist=&ast=E&vt=e&ja=224&uido=3E92520C43E56BD6232EC9FB923CEE48&slr=true&ea=1&cs=1_80f27dff&cb=1607597393917&jobListingId=3442825310&followId=99820012&rdserp=true&ctt=1607983959763
https://www.glassdoor.com/job-listing/geophysical-field-technician-colog-JV_IC1149567_KO0,28_KE29,34.htm?jl=3770734204&pos=102&ao=1044077&s=58&guid=000001766353ce4b832320da209a0a6a&src=GD_JOB_AD&t=SR&vt=w&uido=3E92520C43E56BD6232EC9FB923CEE48&ea=1&cs=1_e1473516&cb=1607984205627&jobListingId=3770734204&ctt=1607984294632
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=80362defb99a407a&q=geophysicist&tk=1eojacttuuajs804&from=ja&alid=5faa0955ca6af73e7448e510&utm_campaign=job_alerts&utm_medium=email&utm_source=jobseeker_emails&rgtk=1eojacttuuajs804
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=8c72693d8f32e2b6&q=geophysicist&tk=1eojacttuuajs804&from=ja&alid=5faa0955ca6af73e7448e510&utm_campaign=job_alerts&utm_medium=email&utm_source=jobseeker_emails&rgtk=1eojacttuuajs804
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/586959600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/586426200
https://www.glassdoor.com/job-listing/geophysicist-university-of-texas-at-austin-JV_IC1139761_KO0,12_KE13,42.htm?jl=3727614939&pos=107&ao=1136006&s=58&guid=000001766353ce4b832320da209a0a6a&src=GD_JOB_AD&t=SR&vt=w&uido=3E92520C43E56BD6232EC9FB923CEE48&cs=1_10c5f904&cb=1607984205632&jobListingId=3727614939&ctt=1607984341286
https://careers.seg.org/job/3-tenure-track-faculty-positions-critical-zone-geoscience-environmental-geophysics-and-applied-structural-geology-tectonics-norman-oklahoma-0145
https://findajob.agu.org/job/8013919/assistant-professor-tenure-track/
https://findajob.agu.org/job/8013828/assistant-or-associate-professor-level-in-earth-and-planetary-evolution/
https://careers.seg.org/
https://seg.org/News-Resources/Career-Center/Job-Resources
https://findajob.agu.org/
https://mentoring365.org/
https://eos.org/agu-news/virtual-mentoring-rewards-scientists-at-all-career-stages
https://seg.org/podcast/Post/6063/Episode-33-Mentoring-in-the-geosciences
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To contribute material to the NS newsletter send an Email to Kristen Burke (burkekm@ku.edu) with copy to Laurie 
Whitesell (lwhitesell@seg.org).  

All members are welcome to submit content of interest to the near-surface geophysics community. Note, that we have 
two sections “What’s hot” where new methods, developments, technology, or equipment can be presented as well as 
“Member News and Updates” where we will highlight information about our membership including retirements, 
special publications, and awards.  

Social Media 
We are on Facebook! Like our page to stay up to date with 
all news SEG Near-Surface Geophysics! We are also on 
Istagram. You can find us at SEGNSG4. 

mailto:burkekm@ku.edu
mailto:lwhitesell@seg.org
https://www.facebook.com/SEG.NSG/

